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The Civil War immediately calls to mind images of battlefields and cavalry Â¿ but not all of the

fighting took place on dry land. Yankees and Rebs alike fought on the high seas as well.Blue &

Gray At Sea is their story.Taken from the memoirs of such veterans as Union Admirals Porter and

Dewey, and Confederate Officers James Morris Morgan and James I. Waddell, Blue & Gray At Sea

provides a glimpse into the often neglected naval campaigns of the Civil War with tales of Ironclads

and blockade runners and the advent of submarining, as well as Incidences Involving no less than

Jefferson Davis and his family, and Lincoln's own master of the high seas David Farragut.
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Editor Thomsen adds notably to his roster of historical anthologies with this selection of writings by

naval participants in the Civil War that perforce delves into what for many readers will be relatively

unknown territory, because knowledge of the naval side of the war is hardly general. The relatively

famous Confederate raider Alabama is represented, of course, but by a junior officer's testimony

rather than the celebrated Captain Semmes' account. A set of documents chronicles the ingenious,

ill-fated Confederate submarine Hunley, and officers of both the Monitor and the Merrimac describe

the ironclads' storied duel. Admiral David Porter, who did a great deal, claims to have done even

more. Admiral David Farragut's letters bespeak a man of superior achievements and character, only

enhancing his stature as the war's naval hero and one of the supreme sea fighters in American

history. Other selections remind us that Dewey and Schley, in high command for the Spanish



American War, were junior officers during the Civil War. A book that informs in its own right and

encourages further reading. Roland GreenCopyright Â© American Library Association. All rights

reserved

"Considered the high watermark of Civil War literature, the autobiography of Ulysses S. Grant,

Personal Memoirs, has now been abridged to focus exclusively on the war. The Civil War Memoirs

of Ulysses S. Grant, put together by scholar Brian M. Thomsen, covers battles and campaigns from

Shiloh to Richmond, and includes correspondence with Generals Sherman and Lee." "This edition is

plainly an opportunity to discover the memoir's characterizing poignancy and precision."
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